
 

 

 
 

 

Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement of Science 

78th  Annual Session 

ΨEffective Science Communication for an Informed SocietyΩ 

At University of Colombo  from 11th ð 16th December 2022 

Concise Glance Program  

EVENT  
DATE 

(December 2022) 
TIME  VENUE 

Ceremonial inauguration 

and awards ceremony  

 

Agenda 

Sunday - 11th 
1.00 pm ï 5.00 pm 

 

Faculty of Medicine  

University of Colombo  

New tower building 

Theme seminar 

 

 

 

More information  

Monday -12th 8.00am ï 4.00pm 

Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo 

Information & Learning 

Centre (ILC-Auditorium) 

Scientific sessions  

Part 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday - 13th 

 

8.00 am ï 5.00 pm  

Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo 
Section A - CLT (1st floor) 

Section B - Dept Mathematics  

Section C - Dept Mathematics  

Section D - BLT 3 

Section E1- PLR 3  

Section E2- NCLT  

Section E3- NPLT (3rd floor) 

Section F- Dept Mathematics 

Sectional Business 

meetings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 

10.0am ï 11.00am 

Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo 
Section A - CLT (1st floor) 

Section B - Dept Mathematics  

Section C - Dept Mathematics  

Section D - BLT 3 

Section E1- PLR 3  

Section E2- NCLT  

Section E2- Chem SR (2nd floor) 

Section E3- NPLT (3rd floor) 

Section F- Dept Mathematics  

Presidential addresses  

Part 1 

Schedule 

8.00 am ï 4.30 pm 

(4 time slots of 1h 

duration) 

Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo 
Department of Chemistry - CLT  

Poster session  

Day 1 8.00 am ï 4.30 pm 
Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo 
Information & Learning Centre 



 

 

 

Schedule 

(ILC)  

Scientific sessions  

Part 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 

Wednesday -14th 

 

8.00 am ï 5.00 pm 

Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo 
Section A - CLT (1st floor) 

Section B - Dept Mathematics  

Section C - Dept Mathematics  

Section D - BLT 3 

Section E1- PLR 3  

Section E2- NCLT  

Section E2- Chem SR (2nd floor) 

Section E3- NPLT (3rd floor) 

Section F- Dept Mathematics 

Presidential addresses  

Part 2 

 

 

Schedule 

8.00 am ï 4.30 pm 

(4 time slots of 1h 

duration) 

Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo  
Department of Chemistry - CLT 

(First floor) 

 

Poster session 

Day 2 

 

Schedule 

8.00 am ï 4.30 pm 

Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo 
Information & Learning Centre 

(ILC)  

Special council meeting 

(Council members only) 

 

5.00 pm ï 7.00 pm 

Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo 

Faculty boardroom  

SLAAS annual dinner 7.00 pm onwards Hotel Janaki, Colombo 

School inventorsô 

exhibition - Day 1 

                               Schedule 

8.00 am ï 5.00 pm 

Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo 

Department of Physics 

Mini symposium on 

óEnergy Crisis: Is it local or 

global?ô  

Thursday - 15th 

 

9.00 ï 12.00 pm 

Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo 
Department of Chemistry - CLT 

(First floor) 

Mini symposium on óSchool 

Education in Sri Lanka ï are 

we on the right track?ô 
2.00 pm ï 5.00 pm 

Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo 
Department of Chemistry - CLT 

(First floor) 

School inventorsô 

exhibition - Day 2 

Schedule 
8.00 am ï 5.00 pm 

Faculty of Science 

University of Colombo 

Department of Physics  

Annual General Meeting 

(SLAAS members only) 

Friday -16th  
10.00 am-12.30 pm 

SLAAS Headquarters 

Vidya Mawatha, Colombo7  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

78th Annual Session of the Sri Lanka Association for 

the Advancement of Science  

"Effective Science Communication for an Informed Society" 

Ceremonial Inauguration  
(Invitees Only) 

Sunday, December 11, 2022 at 2.00 p.m.  
at the  

New Tower Building 

Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo 

Chief Guest 
Professor Nimal Gunathilleke 

Emeritus Professor, University of Peradeniya 
Guest of Honour 

Mr. Anura Siriwardena 
Founder Editor, Vidusara Science Magazine 
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Theme seminar 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNX2jK5CfhhUv7n4biCzkPWkmrq9s10kFNPLhM7RtfeRIfPg/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

 

78th Annual Session of the Sri Lanka Association for 

the Advancement of Science  

"Effective Science Communication for an Informed Society" 

Mini Symposium  

Thursday, 15th December 2022, from 9 am ï 12.00 pm  

Venue: Chemistry Lecture Theatre (CLT), Faculty of Science, University of Colombo 

Energy Crisis: Is it local or global? 

Sri Lanka is facing the worst energy shortage and power cuts on record. The country 

is currently dealing with a worsening economic crisis. The Covid-19 pandemic has 

had a severe impact on the Sri Lankan economy which was already ailing. Due to 

insufficient external/ internal buffers, our country was already sensitive to external 

shocks even before the pandemic. The public has been forced to stand in line for hours 

outside gas stations since March 2022 due to shortages owing to a Forex crisis. Daily 

lives of millions are still in disarray due to the continued effects of energy shortage 

and collapse of the economy. The scientific community has a responsibility to drive 

the country out of this crisis guiding the public and pressurizing the authorities to 

make rational choices. 

 

0930 to 0940:   Opening Remarks  

Prof. Manuj Weerasinghe 

Chairman ï Science and Technology Advisory 

Committee / General President-SLAAS 

0940 to 1130:  Panel Discussion  

Dr. Tilak Siyambalapitiya 

Dr. Thusitha Sugathapala 

Dr. Priyantha Wijayatunga 

Eng. Harsha Wickramasinghe 

Eng. Lakshitha Weerasinghe 

Moderator  

Prof. Sumedha Jayanetti  

Immediate Past General President-SLAAS 

1130 to 1135:  Vote of Thanks 
1135 to 1200 :    Poster Session by Masterôs Students 

 

The event coordinator:  

Dr. Iresha Atthanayake,  
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78th Annual Session of the Sri Lanka Association for 

the Advancement of Science  

"Effective Science Communication for an Informed Society" 

Mini symposium  

Thursday, 15th December 2022, from 2.00 pm ï 5.00 pm  

Venue: Chemistry Lecture Theatre (CLT), Faculty of Science, University of Colombo 

School Education in Sri Lanka ï are we on the right track?               

The purpose is to initiate a dialogue among all the stakeholders with a view to enhancing the 

quality of science education in Sri Lankan schools. The key areas that will be discussed in the 

session include, an overview of the current science education system in Sri Lankan schools 

and around the globe, perspectives of different stakeholders of the current system, and the 

recommendations proposed by the SLAAS to address any issues raised. The session will 

conclude with a panel discussion where the stakeholders will have the opportunity to express 

and discuss their views. 

 

 
2:00 p.m. ï 2:10 p.m.    Opening Remarks   

    Prof. Ramanee Wijesekera,  

    Chairperson, Science Education Committee, SLAAS 

 

2.15 p.m. ï 2.35 p.m.  Cross Sectional Study on School Science Education 

  Prof Udeni Nawagamuwa & Dr Lochandaka Ranatunga 

   

2.40 p.m. ï 3.00 p.m.  Lessons from Other Countries 

Dr R. D. Guneratne 

 

3.05 p.m. ï 3.25 p.m.   Recommendations by SLAAS 

    Prof. Sumedha Jayanetti  
    Immediate Past General President-SLAAS  

                                     

3.30 p.m. ï 5.00 p.m.  Panel Discussion 

   Moderator: Prof Jayantha Wijeyaratne 

  Panelists: Prof. Manuj Weerasinghe,  

  Prof. Chandana Jayaratne,   

  Prof. Devaka Weerakoon 

 

5.00 p.m.      Vote of Thanks 

   Prof. Aashani Tillekaratne,  

   Secretary, Science Education Committee, SLAAS 
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78th Annual Session of the Sri Lanka Association for 

the Advancement of Science  

"Science and Technology for a Better Tomorrow" 

General layout of main session activities   
 Monday 

December 12 

Tuesday,  

December 13 

Wednesday,  

December 14 

Thursday,  

December 15 

Session I 

8.00-10.15 
T

h
e
m

e
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e
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r

 

Å Oral presentations 

 

Å Presidential address   

 

Å Poster presentation  

 

 

Å Business meetings  

 

Å Oral presentations 

 

Å Presidential address  

 

Å Poster presentation 

 

Å School inventorôs 
exhibition  

 

Å Mini Symposium 

on School 

Education in Sri 

Lanka ï are we on 

the right track? 

 

 

 

Å School inventorsô 

exhibition  

 

10.15-10.30   

Session II 

11.30-12.45 

Å Oral presentations 

 

Å Presidential address  

 

Å Poster presentation  

 

 

Å Oral presentations 

 

Å Presidential address  

 

Å Poster presentation 

 

Å School inventorôs 
exhibition  

 

 

12.45-1.30    

Session III 

1.30-2.45 

Å Oral presentations 

 

Å Presidential address  

 

Å Poster presentation  

 

Å Oral presentations 

 

Å Presidential address  

 

Å Poster presentation 

 

 

Å School inventorsô 

exhibition  

 

Å Mini Symposium 

on School 

Education in Sri 

Lanka ï are we on 

the right track?  

 

 

 

Å School inventorsô 

exhibition  

 

2.45-3.00   

Session III 

3.00-4.45 

Å Oral presentations 

 

Å Presidential address  

 

Å Poster presentation  

 

Å Oral presentations 

Å Presidential address 

Å Poster presentation  

 

Å School inventorsô 

exhibition  
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Venues 
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New Tower  
  

 

New tower building  
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 Carey College  
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